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Locating my contribution

Critical migration studies

• Youth performing multiple identities

• Binaries often inform identities

• But migration studies tend to equate 
people with movement and place 
with stability

Youth mobilities

• Young people’s mobilities are bound 
up with the production of space

• Young migrants do not just ‘confront’ 
rural and urban space but reproduce 
and reconfigure it in strategic ways

• Limited focus on mobilities of poorer 
youth outside major urban centres



Social Change in rural areas



Urban identities in villages



Village identities in the city



Conclusions

Migrants performances speak to the generative possibilities 
of being rural in the city and vice versa

Migrants reproduce and reconfigure rural and urban spaces 
in strategic ways

By performing rural and urban identities young men leave 
open the possibility of rural and urban futures


