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The current state of coral reefs globally

* They are 'perhaps the most globally
endangered ecosystem' (Mumby and Steneck,
2008: 555)

« Approximately 75 % of coral reefs worldwide are
threatened by a combination of global and local
stressors.

» Mass coral bleaching has now occurred in every
region in the world

* These systems are collectively considered a
comprehensive indicator of global ocean health
and the prognosis for their future is
unanimously seen as bleak" (Bischof, 2016:51)
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TABLE 1. Indicators of Positive Experiences on Marine Wildlife Tours

Indicator

Tourist

Marine environment

Satisfaction and enjoyment
Education and learning
Attitude or belief change

Behavior or lifestyle change

Minimization of disturbance
Improvement of habitat protection
Contribution to long-term health and viability of ecosystem
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Research Questions
1) In what ways do emotions shape tourist and other reef users embodied experiences on coral reefs? For example — do they

provide transformative experiences for human relationships with coral reefs?
2) How might emotional and transformative marine experiences of reefs lead to conservation outcomes?

3) What kind of emotions emerge in embodied experiences on coral reefs?
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Survey

Question: Thinking of your Ningaloo Reef experience today,
please describe how you felt and any emotions you experienced

while you were in the water.

Response #1: ‘Complete awe and love for the animals’

Response #2: ‘Excitement followed by amazement when we

watched the whale shark swim by, really special moment’
Response #3 : ‘Peace, elation’

Response #4: ‘| was anxious and nervous, scared, excited and
happy all at the same time. Which in itself was overwhelming —

but a great time’.

Response #5: ‘Amazement, pure pleasure, delight, awe and

wonder’
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Thinking of your Ningaloo Reef experience today, please describe how you
felt and any emotions you experienced while you were in the water.
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Weighted average of participants scores from 1 -5
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Volunteer marine Volunteer local  Talk conserving Donate to marine Pick up rubbish Choose no Reduce single use Eat sustainable Engourage marine
environment marine conservation disposable straws plastics seafood conservation

m Before n=221 m After n=206

Responses before and immediately after in-water experience,
Indicating behavior intentions
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Responses before and 6 month after in-water marine experience
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‘The factors that have been found to
have some influence positive, or
negative, on pro-environmental
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Thank you

fec900@uowmail.edu.au
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