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IPA programmes objectives:

1. Protect and conserve Australia’s biodiversity

2. Assist Indigenous Australians to deliver sustainable 
environmental, cultural, social and economic outcomes 
through effective and sustainable management of their 
land and sea

3. Build the extent and condition of Australia’s NRS 



Indigenous 
Protected Areas: 

A win-win?

‘…effectively overcoming barriers to 
addressing Indigenous disadvantage 
and engaging Indigenous Australians 
on country in meaningful employment 
to achieve large-scale conservation 
outcomes, thus aligning the interests 
of Indigenous Australians and the 
broader community’ 

(SVA, 2016:4) Report for the Department of Prime Minister and 
Cabinet



‘Australia’s Indigenous Protected Areas are like national parks’

Clarke and O'Leary, 2018 



‘IPAs are attractive to government 
conservation agencies because they 
effectively add to the nation‘s 
conservation estate without the need to 
acquire the land, and without the cost of 
establishing all the infrastructure, 
staffing, housing etc of a conventional 
national park’
Smyth (2001: 89) 
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